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Spring 2004

1) HOTEL RESERVATIONS (ON YOUR OWN)  $115 Single/$125 Double
(2 night minimum) Call Holiday Inn @ (217) 328-7900 and specify "Beta Sigma  Psi" group. Deadline for Hotel Reservations: OCTOBER 1st
(15 Single rooms and 15 Double rooms available)

2) FOOTBALL TICKETS 

$30/Person
#____
$_________
3) BANQUET TICKETS 

$30/Person 
#____
$_________
   





      TOTAL 
$__________
Name______________________________
Address________________________________________
City_________________________State__________Zip___________
Phone___________________________Graduation Year___________
ORDERING DEADLINE FOR TICKETS IS  OCTOBER 1st
Send Reservation form and check payable to Beta Sigma Psi  to:
Dave Johnson,  2 Barton Ct. ,  Champaign,  IL  61821    (217) 333-8221
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Name
:______________________
2004 Dues ($15)

$______




Lifetime Member ($150)
$______


Chief Illini Print ($15)
$_______








Address Service Requested
Alpha Alumni News

Spring 2004

Homecoming
Vs. Iowa
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Inside this Issue!!!

Page 1
President’s Report

Page 2
Officers

Page 3
Homecoming
Page 4
Golf Outing
Page 5
President’s Continued
Page 6
Fall Minutes

Page 7
Missing Alumni

Page 7
Donation Form
IS ANYONE LISTENING?

Is anyone listening?  This is the question I was forced to ask myself recently.  Several months ago, I wrote my first article for the Alpha Alumni Newsletter.  I prepared the article, proofread and corrected the article, I even asked another Alumnus with experience writing these articles to read my draft and ensure that I was not too outrageous for a first newsletter.  I was finally happy with my creation.  I attached it to an e-mail and sent it off to Alan to be published in the Spring 2004 Newsletter, excited to have completed a task that had me fairly nervous.  The months began to go by, and expecting to hear some type of feedback, I heard none.  Any type of feedback is always welcome with me.  Did you think that the article was well written and addressed points essential to the survival of Beta Sigma Psi?  Did you believe that the article was written by someone who had spent too much time sunbathing on the roof of the porch at 706 West Ohio Street?  Good or bad, I was hoping for some response.  Why did I want someone to respond?  Not so that I could say to myself that I wrote a great article, or that next time, I could take suggestions and write an even better article; rather I wanted a response to know that I succeeded in my job of delivering information about Alpha Chapter, Alumni and Active, of Beta Sigma Psi to all its members.  If one Alumnus learned one piece of information from my article, I would have considered it a success.  If one person had been inspired to do something great for Beta Sigma Psi, I would feel that I had done my job.  Did this happen?  I honestly do not know.
Outside of the most recent newsletter, I have received a small amount of feedback from the Alumni, very little of which has been positive.  I have heard that the Alumni Executive Board pushes people away because we are always bringing up the problems that the House is facing.  We should only point out the excitement and success that the house is having.  I have been involved with Beta Sigma Psi for nearly a decade, and in that time, the harshest criticism has come from those Alumni who are out of touch with the current status of the Fraternity, those Alumni who appear to have all the answers, but will not sacrifice any of their resources to assist the Fraternity.

 (continued on Page 5)
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President
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Mike Nolte


350 Lakewood Dr #282

Brandon, FL  33510
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noltemw@yahoo.com
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Greg Treichler
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David Johnson
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Director


2003-2005

Dale Durfey
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John Schweizer
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Tim Slaznik
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Scott Albers
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Beta Sig E-news


I have started a new thing for the Spring 2004.  In the name of saving money for cash strapped Alumni budget I am introducing Beta Sig E-news.  You can now receive your Alpha Alumni newsletter through email in the form of a Microsoft Word document.  If you are interested in receiving the newsletter this way, please let me know.  To date I have over 50 people signed up with the possibility of signing up to 400 more.  Every newsletter that is sent through email will save the Alumni $1.  Please consider receiving the newsletter through email.  I can also add you to the Alpha Alumni email list that allows you to receive fraternity news in between newsletters.  The information sent to the list is informative but it won’t fill up your inbox either.  If you would like to sign up, please send an email to alanschweizer@insightbb.com.

Homecoming


Don’t forget to sign up for Homecoming today!  The fall business meeting and elections will be held at 8 PM on Friday night. Then watch the Illini take on Iowa at Memorial Stadium.  A diverse recruitment class will be featured this fall including two new quarterbacks.  A couple top 100 recruits have signed on to play for the Illini.  


Don’t forget the Spirit Award will be up for grabs.  Last year’s winner, Steve Meyer, will be selecting the winner and presenting the award at the banquet.  Steve showed great enthusiasm even during a dismal game last year against Minnesota.  To be eligible you must sit in the Alumni block and go to the dinner/dance and you must return the following year to pass the award on the following year.

Dave (DJ) Johnson received the Distinguished Alumni award for his years of service to the fraternity.  Dave has been organizing the Homecoming events with Brian Bunte for many years, including the Alumni mixer, tailgate, banquet, and football tickets on the 50 yard line last year.  If you get the chance please thank DJ for his dedication to the fraternity.
Golf Outing Revived
For those of you who remember the Alumni Golf Outing of years past, we are making an attempt to revive this tradition.  

The Alpha Alumni Chapter of Beta Sigma will be playing 18 holes of scramble style golf at the University of Illinois Golf Course during the afternoon of Friday, 29 October 2004.  The scramble will begin at 12:30 pm, leaving time to be back at the house for the Alumni Business Meeting at 7:30pm, followed by the Alumni Mixer. 

Please RSVP to Mike Nolte if you would like to participate so that we can have sufficient tee-times reserved.  All fees will be the responsibility of the participant. According to the Pro Shop, 18 holes on either the Orange or Blue Course will be $21 with a cart and $15 to walk.  Refreshments will follow at the Chapter House.  This would be a great way to get together and spend time with Brothers that you have not seen in a while.  You can make up your own foursome and compete against the other groups, or we can place you with a group.  The outing is not only limited to Alumni; Actives, spouses, children, parents are all invited to participate.  

Officer Elections


Several offices will be up for election again this year.  Two director positions and the alumni treasurer position will be up for election.  If you would like to be a part of the alumni board please contact Mike Nolte.  Contact information is on page 2.
Memories

By Alan Schweizer


When I was a freshman at Beta Sigs I was in over my head.  I was stubborn and cocky like most freshmen who just left high school after being a Senior.  But unlike the other thousands of Freshman at the University of Illinois, I had an advantage.  I had Beta Sigma Psi.  One particular Senior took me under his wing, shared advice, and taught me lessons I still smile about when I think back to my days in college.  After this senior taught me the correct way to use a fake ID, he taught me lessons that were more useful.  He said when you are walking to class make eye contact with everyone you meet.  You will notice that almost everyone will get nervous and look away.  To this day, I think about that advice as I walk the halls at work making eye contact with my co-workers.  The house was in need of a lawn mower my freshman year as well.  This same senior took me along to buy the Lawn Boy that was the house lawn mower for the four years I was in the house.  After wheeling and dealing, the salesman commented that my buddy would make a great lawyer.  Oddly enough, that is his chosen profession.  I have maintained contact with him, and just a few weeks ago, I stopped to see him.  I was treated to another memorable moment that only he could provide.  A neighbor had brought him some really old beer, that he could not bring himself to drink.  Rather than pouring it down the drain, he got in his car and drove around until he found a habitation deprived person to give the beer to.  The friends I made at Beta Sigs can not be replaced.  The time I spent with them, made the experience worth any sacrifice I had to make to join Beta Sigs.  Why else would I give up tickets (to my dad), for the Illinois versus Michigan State game (the seats were 1st row on the floor) that I will never have again, just to go to my friend’s wedding?  I could have tripped the Michigan State players as they ran by the seats were so close to the action.  Was it worth it?  Yes.  These are the reasons we must work to ensure that the fraternity is here for people to enjoy and make memories.  If one person can make that much of an impact on me, what kind of impact will 30 guys make?
 (Continued from Page 1)

If you take one thing from this article, please be able to truthfully answer the title question with YES, I am listening.  Listen to the fact that we are struggling to achieve high numbers of Actives, we are experiencing financial hardships within the Alumni Chapter, the house at 706 West Ohio Street that most of us called home for a good portion of our college career is in need of repairs, the Active Chapter is struggling with low membership numbers, lack of recruitment assistance from the Alumni, and poor scholastic standing.  But also listen to the fact that we are trying to ensure the success of the Fraternity, that we are still operating a fundraising campaign to assist the Alumni Chapter’s return to financial stability, the Actives have put a great deal of effort into recruitment, the Alumni and Actives have just completed two work weekends at the Fraternity during which much needed repairs and cleaning were completed, the Actives have taken very limited financial resources and budgeted themselves amazingly.  While there are many things about Alpha Chapter that are not ideal, we do have positive items to build upon.  The hardships of the past several years have drawn the Brotherhood closer together.  The embers are still flickering, and I believe that we, as Alumni, need to show the Actives that we are supporting them, that we realize the difficulty of their situation, and that we are here for support.  The Alumni cannot rebuild the Fraternity without the support and cooperation of the Actives, and likewise, the Actives cannot do it alone either.  Listen to the fact that there are many areas that need volunteer assistance from the Alumni, and there are many ways that you can contribute. 

As I am sure all of you know, the coming year is going to be a significant year for Beta Sigma Psi.  Two dates should be dear to everyone reading this newsletter.  April 17, 2005 will mark the 80th anniversary of the founding of Beta Sigma Psi.  From the humble beginnings of the Lutheran Illini League and the Concordia Club, grew a National Fraternity.  December 10, 2005 will also represent an historic date for Alpha Chapter.  On this date, we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the re-organization of Alpha Chapter.  

Do you want an Alpha Active Chapter to be a part of these events?  I know the answer for myself, and my close Beta Sig friends, is a heartfelt YES.  What can you do to ensure that Alpha Chapter is part of this history?  The answer to this question is obviously different for each Alumnus.  However, there is one chance to continue or renew your support for the Fraternity within the next two months.  Homecoming attendance has been slipping over the past several years, and I feel that we must make an effort to correct this trend.  I am asking each and every one of you to please join your fellow Brothers at Homecoming 2004 – share the experience with your whole family, including your sons, which hopefully will be future Beta Sigs.  Relive wonderful times with old friends, watch the ILLINI football team and reminisce about games and seasons of the past, whether you were in the stands for a Rose Bowl season, or an 0-11 season.  Tour the Fraternity house and remember the simpler times of duties, tests, sing-thing, and brotherhood events, stand in the doorway of your old room and envision how it was 5, 10, 20, or even more years ago.  Attend the banquet on Saturday night and dance and sing to ‘American Pie,’ become reacquainted with your Brothers at the Alumni Mixer and Tailgate.  I’ve been looking forward to this since last October, and I hope to see you there.  

While I encourage each and every Brother reading this article to attend Homecoming, it is just one of the many ways you can rebuild Alpha Chapter to its glory.  We have many areas in need of volunteers, and if you would like to become more involved, please contact me directly at the information inside the cover of this newsletter.  

So, in closing, I will ask once more, IS ANYONE LISTENING to both what is happening in the Fraternity, and the ways to become more involved in the continued success of Alpha Chapter?  

per Aspera, ad Astra

Mike Nolte

Alpha Alumni Chapter of Beta Sigma Psi

Spring Business Meeting

April 3, 2004

Active Reports

President
Members of the House have met with Lutheran High Schools as part of Rush



House ranks 13th in fraternity GPA.



House GPA was 3.01.  The all male average was 3.04.



The are 14 members living in house including 1 Associate Member

Treasurer
Raising Room & Board from $2,700 to $3,000 per semester. 

The standard dorm charge is $3,200

Currently examining the phone contract and their options.

Presented budget for Spring Semester

Rush

They are currently calling on 50 names



They have 5 “Hot” prospects

Alumni Reports

Treasurer
General discussion about raising Homecoming charges



SPGH grant has been exhausted.  John Schweizer will apply for new grants.

House

Work weekends planned for July 31st and August 7th
Committee
Looking at sealing the parking lot and working on the gutters

Newsletter
There is now an e-newsletter available

Alumni
No Report

Advisor

Old Business
None

New Business
None

Good &
None

Welfare

Meeting Adjourned

Missing Alumni
If you know the whereabouts of any of the following please contact Alan Schweizer.

1990’s

Matthew Biere
Paul Bishop

Kent Rader

Kyle Russell

Paul Trost

Mike Young

1960’s

James Blankenbur
Steven Blischke

Kelly Coleman

Dave Doering

Verne Ehlers

Ron Ehrhardt

Ray Eissfeldt

Arthur Goebel

Robert Haugen

Carl Ijams

Chris Jensen
Ronald Johnson

Allen Keiser

Larry Milam

Frederick Mueller

Theodore Nolte Jr

Orville Penrod

Robert Reierson

Joel Rett

Mark Sandager

Donald Schoenbec

Jerry Skoglund

Franklin Sluppy

Evan Sommerfeld

Wilbur Stamberger

Donald Stamberger

John Swanson

Thomas Trebelhorn

Lawrence Vandre

Donald Weeke

Paul Wentland
BETA SIGMA PSI – ALPHA CHAPTER

TO THE NEXT 50 YEARS

Enclosed is my donation to the NEXT 50 of $__________ 

$1000 contributors will receive dinner/dance and game tickets for 2

$500 contributors will receive choice of tickets for 2

$1000 pledges to the house renovation (4 annual payments of  $250)


dinner/dance tickets for 2

Name__________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City________________ State____ 
ZIP_______Ph.________________

Graduation year____

Send checks to:

Greg Treichler


SPGH

1804 Rita Avenue    or to:
PO Box 2764

St. Charles, IL 60174

Champaign, IL 61825-2764

*Please note: Beta Sigma Psi with your check when sending checks to SPGH.
The NEXT 50 campaign has been very successful to date with over $11,000 contributed by the alumni membership. Additional contributions of $14,000 are needed to reach our campaign goal of $25,000. Your contribution to the campaign insures the immediate future of Beta Sigma Psi as we embark on a new beginning for the active chapter at the University of Illinois.

A special thank you to all who have contributed to date, your giving is certainly appreciated.

Over the next several months the board of directors hopes to unveil the 80 for 80 campaign that will restart the renovation of the chapter house with a few specific projects including the chapter room and front entry. 

NOTE: Paying your dues gives you the right to vote,


hold office and to make Homecoming reservations.


Send this dues form with you check payable to:


	Greg Treichler


1804 Rita Avenue


	St. Charles, IL 60174
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